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Dear Michelle Arnold,

ProQuest LLC, (ProQuest), a part of Cambridge Information Group, is committed to providing global access
to one of the largest online content repositories in the world. Throughout ProQuest's evolution, we've
established our position as the leading provider of microform and electronic information to school, academic,
public, and government libraries around the world. Since 1938, we've worked closely with the worldwide
publishing community to preserve and provide access to information. Our many long-term, trusted
partnerships with publishers have made ProQuest the information company of choice for over 9,000
publishers.

ProQuest aggregates source material from third-party publishers and creates associated abstracts, indexes,
transcripts, and other proprietary elements for such material to make up our products and services. The
databases we provide are derivative works as defined under the Copyright Act of 1976, Title 17 U.S.C. and
are subject to separate copyright protection. ProQuest is the sole holder of the copyright in the
ProQuest-created products and services as a collective or derivative.

With respect to third-party databases, ProQuest distributes and hosts certain third-party databases and in
some cases provides the associated full-text articles, transcripts, and other value-added elements to
complement the offering through ProQuest’s own proprietary online search engines. Additionally, ProQuest
is the proprietary owner of the on-line platforms that form a substantial part of the ProQuest®, Alexander
Street™ RefWorks®, and its other on-line information and research services.

As a result, only ProQuest can provide the content combined with the proprietary platform and user
experience for the following products/services:

HNP Tampa Bay Times/St. Petersburg Times 1886-2009 Subscription

Sincerely,

Kebecea ;@bﬁﬁayﬁ

Rebecca Rickabaugh
Product Data Manager

789 E. Eisenhower Parkway, Ann Arbor, MI, 48108 Tel: +1-800-521-0600, +1-734-761-4700



What are we buying? (brief description of the products)- How you intend to use the product/service?
ProQuest Historical Newspapers - St. Petersburg Times/Tampa Bay Times 1886-2009

Historical newspaper content is among researchers’ most sought-after primary source material. With more
than 50 premier historical titles, ProQuest Historical Newspapers is the definitive newspaper digital archive
empowering researchers to digitally travel back through centuries to become eyewitnesses to history. From
leading issues and events, like the U.S. Civil War, immigration, westward expansion, industrial developments,
race relations, and World War | and Il; to international, local and regional politics, society, arts, culture,
business, and sports, ProQuest Historical Newspapers reveals the day-to-day news coverage to researchers

and historical explorers, providing invaluable insights and information to users from a wide range of subjects.

What is unique about the product?

Every issue of each title includes the complete paper, cover-to-cover, with full-page and article images in
easily downloadable PDF format . Researchers can study the progression of issues over time through these
historical newspaper pages, including articles, photos, advertisements, classified ads, obituaries, editorial

cartoons, and so much more.

What about this makes it a sole source?
ProQuest is the only company that microfilms and digitizes newspapers and provides subscriptions for

libraries and library patrons.

Is there an alternative available? If so, why is it not acceptable?

Newspapers.com provides individual subscriptions, but does not allow for multiple users in a library setting.

What is the benefit for the agency/city/public?

Patrons and staff will now have access to over 100 years of newspapers that cover the local area. The
newspapers are digitized and searchable which will make research much easier for both patrons and staff.
By subscribing to this database, we can enhance the city and library’s commitment to preserve community

history and culture.
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