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Master Continued (ID#16-2849)

Ver- Acting Body: Date: Action: Sent To: Due Date: Return Result:
sion: Date:
1 City Council 10/05/2016 approved Pass

Action Text:  Councilmember Hamilton moved to approve a Professional Services Contract between the City of
Clearwater and J. Vero and Associates, Inc. (dba HUB) to provide tourism marketing services for the
City of Clearwater in the amount of $164,000 per fiscal year, and authorize the appropriate officials to
execute same. The motion was duly seconded and carried with the following vote:

Notes: A concern was expressed with the proposed cost compared to the marketing efforts provided by

Tourist Development Council. A suggestion was made that the money be provided to the Regional
Chamber of Commerce and the Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce to promote Clearwater
focused events.

Discussion ensued with comments made that the contract amount has not increased for several
years, consideration should be given to increase the contract depending on HUB's performance.

In response to questions, Economic Development and Housing Director Denise Sanderson said
HUB's connectivity to economic development and opportunity to communicate to communicate to
tourists who are considering relocating to Clearwater and access to well-known travel journalists the
City has never had access to with the past provider* impressed the Selection Committee members.
Ms. Sanderson said HUB will buy social media ads. Staff has asked HUB to consider producing a
variety of videos that can be played at hotels and visitor centers that relays the message of the
non-tourist related assets Clearwater offers.

gc - feel the chamber could use the money better - we have done a great job across the county --
Ayes: 4  Cretekos, Vice Mayor Caudell, Vice Mayor Cundiff and Councilmember
Hamilton
Nays: 1 Mayor Cretekos
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