


























































The 215,000-square-foot facility, 

which houses a neonatal intensive 

care unit (NICU), a pediatric intensive 

care unit (PICU), neurology unit, bone 

marrow transplant unit (BMTU) and a 

cardiovascular intensive care unit (CVICU), 

employs evidence-based design techniques 

to meet the unique healing needs of 

children. Namely, these techniques include 

access to daylight and nature, as well as 

ample opportunities for social interaction 

with family and peers.

Likely the first thing children and their 

families notice about the new private 

patient rooms at Nicklaus Children’s 

Hospital is the generous space they provide 

for visiting family members. Designing for 

family bedside visits ensures that children 

have a sense of comfort and social support 

while they are healing.

Beyond the patient rooms, “Wonder 

Rooms” throughout the hospital allow 

children to take their minds off their illness 

or injury, encouraging them to interact with 

textured surfaces and other playful objects 

for a multi-sensory experience. The “Family 

Rooms” provide a calming respite for 

parents, siblings, and other visitors.

Programmatically, the building is divided 

into three distinct “zones”—family, patient, 

and caregiver—though all three flow 

together seamlessly.  Wayfinding is simple 

and art-driven. And LEAN design principles 

enhance staff efficiencies and productivity.

Patients and their families will also notice 
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the building’s exterior, shaped like a prism and lined with windows 

on the western façade. These windows usher in an abundance of 

natural light while helping mitigate the South Florida heat through 

their varying degrees of translucence. The building’s unique form 

is intended to represent community outreach and togetherness.

Strategically placed windows help to soften the transition between 

the outdoors and the indoors. Once outside, patients and visitors 

can enjoy a verdant courtyard that is shielded from the sun by tree 

canopies, providing not only a comfortable temperature, but also 

direct access to and engagement with nature.
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Located at the University of Miami’s 
Coral Gables campus, the UHealth 
Gables Lennar Foundation Medical 
Center is the flagship of University of 
Miami/UHealth’s outpatient services 
brand. The new facility serves as 
an outpatient surgery center and 
multi-disciplinary clinic to students, 
employees and local Coral Gables 
residents.

The clinical facility includes 110 
exam rooms for various specialties, 
four ambulatory Operating Rooms, 
an Interventional Procedure room, 
an endoscopy suite, a chemotherapy 
treatment unit, radiation oncology and 
an imaging and diagnostic center. The 
facility is designed for the potential of 
future expansion to include four more 
Interventional operating rooms and 

two more procedure rooms. Specialties 
include: cancer, medicine, physical 
rehab, women’s and men’s Health, 
surgery, neuro-muscular, BPEI and oral 
surgery.

Water, daylight and inviting 
transparency orient visitors and waiting 
patients. The building features two 
patios on the third and penthouse 
levels to create public event spaces 
and roof gardens for physical therapy 
activities and staff respite. 

The campus site also offers a natural 
palette characterized by southern 
Florida vegetation and cut coral canals.

LOCATION Coral Gables, Florida

COMPLETION DATE November 2016 

CONSTRUCTION COST $129 million

SIZE 206,000 square feet 

AWARDS

2018, American Institute of Architects, 

Georgia Association; Merit Award, Built 

Project

2018, American Society of Interior 

Designers, Georgia Chapter; Silver Design 

Award, Corporate - Healthcare Over 

10,000SF

2018, Press Ganey; 2018 Guardian 

of Excellence Award Winners, Patient 

Experience

2018, International Interior Design 

Association, Georgia Chapter; Best of 

Healthcare [>35,000 SF]

2018, ULI Southeast Florida/Caribbean; 

Project of the Year, Finalist
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