Mayor, City Manager, City Council

The Environmental Advisory Board applauds efforts to reduce trash and litter in the community.
To that end, the board supports Ordinance 9680-23, which would prohibit smoking on
Clearwater Beach and at parks throughout the city as a way to reduce litter of discarded
cigarettes.

Deputy Chief of Police Michael Wanek gave the board a thoughtful presentation on May 17 of
the ordinance, which includes why this step would be necessary, cigarette butts are a leading
form of litter. Not only is the trash pervasive, cigarette filters are made from cellulose acetate,
which breaks down over time spreading into smaller pieces.

“One solid filter ends up being thousands of tiny microplastics,” according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

E-cigarettes are also a growing environmental concern and would be prohibited as part of the
ordinance.

Already, the City of St. Petersburg passed an ordinance restricting the use of tobacco at its
beaches and parks. Pinellas County leaders are developing rules to prohibit cigarettes at its
beaches and parks as well.

The City of Clearwater Environmental Advisory Board urges the City Council to adopt Ordinance
9680-23.

Thank you for your consideration.
Jared Leone
Chair, Environmental Advisory Board
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