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 Roll Call 
 
 Present: 5 -  Mayor Bruce Rector, Vice Mayor David Allbritton, Councilmember  
 Ryan Cotton, Councilmember Michael Mannino and Councilmember  
 Lina Teixeira 
 

Also Present: Jennifer Poirrier – City Manager, Daniel Slaughter – Assistant City 
Manager, David Margolis – City Attorney, Rosemarie Call – City Clerk 
and Nicole Sprague – Deputy City Clerk. 

 
To provide continuity for research, items are listed in agenda order although not 
necessarily discussed in that order. 
Unapproved 
 
 
1.  Call to Order – Mayor Rector 
  
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2.  Invocation – Major Ted Morris, Salvation Army 
  
3.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
4.  Special recognitions and Presentations (Proclamations, service awards, or other  
special recognitions. Presentations by governmental agencies or groups providing  
formal updates to Council will be limited to ten minutes.) – Given. 
 
 4.1 Clearwater For Youth 2025 Scholarships - Eric Harris, CFY Program Manager  
  
 4.2 Donate Life Month Proclamation, April 2025 - Ray Rodriguez, LifeLink 
 
 
 4.3 National Library Week Proclamation, April 6-12, 2025 - Linda Rothstein, Library Assistant 

Director 
 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes 
 
 
 5.1 Approve the minutes of the March 17, 2025 City Council meeting as submitted in written  
 summation by the City Clerk. 
 
 Councilmember Cotton moved to approve the minutes of the  
 March 17, 2025 City Council meeting as submitted in written  
 summation by the City Clerk. The motion was duly seconded and  
 carried unanimously. 
 
 

Draft



 
City Council Meeting Minutes April 3, 2025 
  

 Page 3 
City of Clearwater 

6.  Consent Agenda – Approved as submitted less Items 6.2 and 6.4. 
  
 6.1 Authorize a Guaranteed Maximum Price proposal to Khors Construction, Inc. of Pinellas  
 Park, Florida, for upgrades to an aging electrical system, aesthetic improvements and  
 lighting of the pool equipment building at Ross Norton Recreation and Aquatic Complex  
 located at 1426 South Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue in the amount of $146,860.76 and  
 authorize the appropriate officials to execute same. (consent) 
 
 6.2 Approve an Event License Agreement between Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. in its  
 capacity as agent for the owner of the premises known as Countryside Mall, located at  
 27001 US Highway 19 North, Clearwater, Florida, and the City of Clearwater Police  
 Department for the purpose of hosting a Shred-A-Thon and Operation Medicine Cabinet  
 event on April 26, 2025, located at the Countryside Mall and authorize the appropriate  
 officials to execute same. (consent) 
 See below. 
 
 6.3 Approve a Purchase Order to Tampa Bay Marine, Inc., of Gibsonton, FL, for Seminole  
 Boat Ramp Repairs in the amount of $678,073 per Invitation to Bid (ITB) 22-0023-EN  
 and authorize the appropriate officials to execute same. (consent) 
  
 6.4 Approve Underground Conversions Agreement (UCA) and Utility Relocation Agreement  
 (URA) with Duke Energy Florida, LLC , in the amount of $671,431.56 to replace  
 overhead power lines with new underground distribution lines and facilities on Myrtle  
 Avenue from Cleveland St. to Court St. and authorize the appropriate officials to execute  
 same. (consent) 
 See below. 
 
  
 6.5 Authorize an increase to purchase order with multiple vendors for the maintenance and  
 repair of city vehicles in a cumulative not-to-exceed amount of $75,000.00 for the initial  
 term ending June 30, 2025, bringing the total amount to $350,000.00, and authorize an  
 annual increase of $100,000.00 for each renewal option, bringing the cumulative annual  
 amount to $350,000.00 pursuant to Invitation to Bid (ITB) 30-24, and authorize the  
 appropriate officials to execute same. (consent) 
 
 
 6.6 Authorize a purchase order to Communications International of Vero Beach, FL for the  
 purchase of new additional or replacement two-way radios used citywide in a  
 not-to-exceed amount of $200,000.00 through March 31, 2026, pursuant to Clearwater  
 Code of Ordinances Section 2.563(1)(d), Non-Competitive Purchases (Impractical), and  
 authorize the appropriate officials to execute same. (consent) 
  
 6.7 Appoint Mr. Gregory Keane for the remainder of the current four-year term ending June  
 30, 2027 as a trustee of the Clearwater Firefighters’ Supplemental Trust Fund in  
 accordance with Sec. 175.061 of the Florida State Statutes. (consent) 
 
 6.8 Authorize a purchase order to Xylem Water Solutions USA, Inc, for the purchase of Flygt  
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 Pumps and Mixers, replacement parts, and factory authorized service, in an annual  
 not-to-exceed amount of $995,000.00 for the term April 4, 2025, through April 3, 2026,  
 with the option of two one-year renewals pursuant to Clearwater Code of Ordinances  
 Section 2.563(1)(d), Non-competitive purchases (impractical to bid); and authorize the  
 appropriate officials to execute same. (consent) 
  
 6.9 Elect Councilmember Teixeira to serve as Vice Mayor. (consent) 
 
 
 6.10 Reappoint Michael Grohman and Marvin Siple to the Marine Advisory Board with terms  
 expiring March 31, 2029. (consent) 
  
 6.11 Appoint Alecia Collins-Andrews and Maury Loscher to the Auditor Selection Committee  
 for terms expiring March 31, 2030. (consent) 
  
 
  
 Councilmember Teixeira moved to approve the Consent Agenda  
 as submitted, less Items 6.2 and 6.4. The motion was duly  
 seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
6.2 Approve an Event License Agreement between Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. in its  
 capacity as agent for the owner of the premises known as Countryside Mall, located at  
 27001 US Highway 19 North, Clearwater, Florida, and the City of Clearwater Police  
 Department for the purpose of hosting a Shred-A-Thon and Operation Medicine Cabinet  
 event on April 26, 2025, located at the Countryside Mall and authorize the appropriate  
 officials to execute same.  
 
 Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. and the Clearwater Police Department  
 (CPD) have entered into a cooperative agreement to allow the police  
 department access to use the property at Countryside Mall during the  
 Shred-A-Thon and Operation Medicine Cabinet event on April 26, 2025. 
 The property manager requests the Clearwater Police Department agree to the  
 terms and conditions outlined in the Event License Agreement between Jones  
 Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. and CPD.  Additionally, the property manager  
 requests CPD hold harmless Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. from and  
 against any and all loss liability, damage, cost or expense arising out of or  
 related to CPD’s use of the property. 
 
 Nothing in the agreement, however, shall be deemed a waiver of the limitations  
 on liability contained in Section 768.28, Florida Statutes, or the doctrine of  
 sovereign immunity. 
 
 There are no costs associated with this Event License Agreement. 
 
 STRATEGIC PRIORITY:  
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 4.2 Adopt renewable resource usage and waste reduction practices to ensure a  
 vibrant City for current and future generations. 
 
 
 One individual spoke in opposition. 
 
 
 Vice Mayor Allbritton moved to approve an Event License  
 Agreement between Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. in its  
 capacity as agent for the owner of the premises known as  
 Countryside Mall, located at 27001 US Highway 19 North,  
 Clearwater, Florida, and the City of Clearwater Police Department  
 for the purpose of hosting a Shred-A-Thon and Operation  
 Medicine Cabinet event on April 26, 2025, located at the  
 Countryside Mall and authorize the appropriate officials to  
 execute same. The motion was duly seconded and carried  
 unanimously. 
  
 
 6.4 Approve Underground Conversions Agreement (UCA) and Utility Relocation Agreement  
 (URA) with Duke Energy Florida, LLC , in the amount of $671,431.56 to replace  
 overhead power lines with new underground distribution lines and facilities on Myrtle  
 Avenue from Cleveland St. to Court St. and authorize the appropriate officials to execute  
 same. (consent) 
  
 In support of the City’s new City Hall (22-0019-EN) and MSB Renovation  
 (23-0035-EN) projects as well PSTA’s Multimodal Transit Center, the City  
 needs to have Duke remove overhead power lines and replace with new  
 underground lines along the west side of Myrtle Avenue from just north of  
 Cleveland Street to just south of Court Street to comply with City’s Downtown  
 Development Standards Section 3-912. This will improve aesthetics of the  
 urban landscape, provide a cleaner visual appearance, enhance pedestrian  
 access while also offering increased reliability and safety compared to overhead  
 lines. This undergrounding effort provides opportunity for increased property  
 values, creating a more attractive environment for businesses and residents,  
 stimulating investment and revitalizing the area. 
 
 The proposed undergrounding of Duke power lines and facilities covers  
 approximately four blocks for $671,431.56 based on Duke’s February 15, 2025,  
 binding project estimate. Per the UCA, the City will pay Duke the entire portion,  
 $671,431.56. The City’s ILA with PSTA, approved by Council March 17, 2025,  
 formalizes PSTA’s reimbursement to the City and responsibilities of the  
 underground effort. The City’s portion owed to Duke is $503,573.56 or 75% for  
 three blocks and PSTA’s portion is $167,858.00 or 25% for one block. 
 
 The City and PSTA are responsible for restoration of their adjacent right-of-way  
 (ROW) and private property and coordinating with the joint users to remove  
 private telecom lines from the Duke-owned power poles once Duke removes  
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 the power lines.  
 
 CRA has $1 million in CRA funds budgeted to cover the City’s portion of  
 undergrounding cost, including joint users and restoration. The City and PSTA  
 will coordinate with Duke individually on various easements to accommodate  
 required switchgear and transformers on city and PSTA property with the power  
 lines typically being directional drilled in the ROW. Duke anticipates a 7-month  
 construction duration once they receive permits. 
 APPROPRIATION CODE AND AMOUNT: 
 3887552-530300-R2005 $671,431.56 
 Funding is available in capital improvement project R2005, Infrastructure (City)  
 to fund the contract. Funding is provided by CRA. 
 STRATEGIC PRIORITY:  
 Investment in undergrounding of overhead power lines in the downtown core  
 supports all five of the strategic priorities below. 
 
 
 Two individuals spoke in support. 
  
 Councilmember Mannino moved to approve Underground  
 Conversions Agreement (UCA) and Utility Relocation Agreement  
 (URA) with Duke Energy Florida, LLC , in the amount of  
 $671,431.56 to replace overhead power lines with new  
 underground distribution lines and facilities on Myrtle Avenue  
 from Cleveland St. to Court St. and authorize the appropriate  
 officials to execute same. The motion was duly seconded and  
 carried unanimously. 
   
 
 Public Hearings - Not before 6:00 PM   
7.  Administrative Public Hearings 
 
 
 
 7.1 Authorize a purchase order to Ten-8 Fire Equipment Inc. of Bradenton FL, for the  
 purchase of two new Pierce Velocity Pumpers and one Pierce Tractor Drawn Aerial in  
 the amount of $4,378,595.86 pursuant to Clearwater Code of Ordinances Section  
 2.563(1)(c) Piggyback; declare G3406 (tiller), G2776 (pumper), G3964 (pumper) surplus  
 effective upon receipt of the purchased apparatus and authorize disposal at auction or  
 trade-in, whichever is deemed to be in the best interest of the City, pursuant to Code of  
 Ordinances Section 2.623 (7) and (8) and authorize the appropriate officials to execute  
 same. 
   
 
 Clearwater Fire and Rescue is requesting authorization to purchase one Pierce  
 Tractor Drawn Aerial (tiller) and two Heavy-Duty Pierce Pumpers (engines).   
 Upon receipt of the new Pierce Tractor Drawn Aerial (T45), current tiller T45  

Draft



 
City Council Meeting Minutes April 3, 2025 
  

 Page 7 
City of Clearwater 

 (G4503), a 2017 Pierce Velocity Tiller, will move to reserves and reserve unit  
 RT45 (G3406), a 2006 Pierce Dash Tiller, will be retired (surplus).   
 Upon receipt of the new Pierce Velocity Pumper (E44), current frontline engine  
 E44 (G4343), a 2015 Pierce Velocity Pumper, will move to reserves and  
 reserve unit RE1 (G2776), a 2003 Pierce Enforcer Pumper, will be retired  
 (surplus). 
 
 Upon receipt of the new Pierce Velocity Pumper (E46), current frontline E46  
 (G4117), a 2015 Pierce Velocity Pumper, will move to reserves and reserve unit  
 RE2 (G3964), a 2013 Pierce Velocity Pumper, will be retired (surplus). 
 Authorization to piggyback off Sourcewell contract #113021-OKC valid through  
 February 10, 2026, is requested.  This piggyback contract provides a 5.5%  
 discount off MSRP.  Ten-8 Fire & Safety, LLC is an authorized dealer under this  
 contract.   
 
 The total purchase price for the three apparatus is $4,435,595.86. The City is  
 receiving a multi-unit discount of $57,000.00 for purchasing all three apparatus,  
 for a total purchase price of $4,378,595.86.  
 
 One Pierce Enforcer Tiller  $2,157,264.00 
 Two Pierce Velocity Pumpers             $2,278,331.86 
 Total before discount   $4,435,595.86 
 Multi-unit discount          ($57,000.00) 
 Total purchase price   $4,378,595.86 
 
 The Department has determined the Heavy-Duty Pierce Velocity Pumpers built  
 by Pierce Manufacturing meets the operational needs of the Department. A  
 heavy-duty velocity pumper provides exceptional pumping water capability,  
 enhanced storage capability, lower vehicle profile, and will significantly up-grade  
 the abilities of the engine it replaces. Each fire station has an engine and the  
 continued purchase of this type of apparatus provides for streamlined  
 maintenance and familiarity.  
 
 The Department has been using a tiller truck at FS45 for responses to the  
 downtown area and beach areas as it provides exceptional turning radius  
 capabilities, enhanced storage capabilities, more versatility in heavy traffic,  
 maneuverable in tight spaces and provides significant up-graded abilities to  
 compliment the ladder truck used at FS48. 
 
 The City will be reimbursed by the County for a portion of the purchase,  
 approximately 11.67%, as the apparatus will support fire operations in the  
 unincorporated areas of the Clearwater Fire District.   
 
 Estimated annual operating costs in the department’s annual operating budget  
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 include fuel and routine garage charges for operating the new apparatus.  
 Garage charges on the new apparatus are expected to be less than on the  
 replaced apparatus.  
 
 
 Early ordering of this apparatus is necessary due to the estimated three-year  
 build time and the built by and shipped time from the manufacturer is  
 approximately 52 months after the Company receives the City’s acceptance of  
 the Proposal. We will work with the vendor to ensure receipt of apparatus is  
 delivered when funds are budgeted and available. Funding for the tiller (T45) will  
 be available in FY30, funding for the engines is available in FY28 (E44) and  
 FY29 (E46).  
 
 In the event that the City cancels the order before completion, Ten-8 may  
 charge a cancellation fee based on the costs incurred by the manufacturer.   
 The cancellation fee schedule is: (a) 12% of the purchase price after the order  
 is accepted and entered into manufacturer’s system; (b) 22% of the purchase  
 price after completion of approval drawings by the City, and; (c) 32% of the  
 purchase price upon any material requisition made by the manufacturer. The  
 cancellation fee will increase in excess of (c) as additional costs are incurred by  
 manufacturer and Ten-8 as the order progresses through engineering and into  
 the manufacturing process.  
 
 APPROPRIATION CODE AND AMOUNT: 
 Funding for the engine purchases are budgeted in capital project 91218, Fire  
 Engine Replacement, in fiscal years 2027/28 and 2028/29.  A mid-year budget  
 amendment will transfer $150,000 in General Fund revenues to project 91218,  
 Fire Engine Replacement from project 91264, Fire Hose Replacement, to  
 provide the remaining funding needed for the purchase of velocity pumpers  
 (leaving only Penny and county reimbursement revenues in future years). 
 
 Funding for the tiller purchase is budgeted in fiscal years 2028/29 and 2029/30  
 (C2401-Ladder Truck Replacement). The proposed fiscal year 2025/26 capital  
 improvement budget will include an increase to future Penny funding in the tiller  
 project to provide total City funding needed for this purchase (an increase of  
 $485,500, to be fully funded by Penny and county reimbursement revenues in  
 future years). Project C2509, FD Aerial Tiller Replacement, will be established  
 in the current fiscal year to account for this purchase (to better title the project  
 and account for the proper fiscal year created). 
 
 These projects are funded with Penny for Pinellas, County Fire Tax, and  
 General Fund revenues. 
 
 STRATEGIC PRIORITY:  
 1.4  Foster safe and healthy communities in Clearwater through first-class  
 public safety and emergency response services. 
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 One individual questioned the purchase and suggested the City wait until  
 a permanent Fire Chief is hired. 
 
 One individual spoke in support. 
 
 Councilmember Cotton moved to authorize a purchase order to  
 Ten-8 Fire Equipment Inc. of Bradenton FL, for the purchase of  
 two new Pierce Velocity Pumpers and one Pierce Tractor Drawn  
 Aerial in the amount of $4,378,595.86 pursuant to Clearwater  
 Code of Ordinances Section 2.563(1)(c) Piggyback; declare G3406  
 (tiller), G2776 (pumper), G3964 (pumper) surplus effective upon  
 receipt of the purchased apparatus and authorize disposal at  
 auction or trade-in, whichever is deemed to be in the best  
 interest of the City, pursuant to Code of Ordinances Section  
 2.623 (7) and (8) and authorize the appropriate officials to  
 execute same. The motion was duly seconded and carried  
 unanimously. 
  
 
 7.2 Declare as surplus and approve the Sale of City of Clearwater improved S Garden  
 Avenue Right of Way to the sole adjacent landowner Church of Scientology Flag Services  
 as further defined “All of the right-of-way (ROW) of Garden Avenue abutting lots 6-11  
 together with that portion abutting the vacated 15-foot alley lying between lots 10 and 11  
 of Court Square Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 53 of the Public Records  
 of Pinellas County, Florida,” containing 0.65 Acres ±, and authorize the appropriate  
 officials to execute same.  (APH) 
  
   
 
 On December 5, 2024, the Church of Scientology Flag Service Organization  
 submitted an application to vacate City ROW, located at South Garden Avenue  
 between Court Street and Franklin Street to develop the parcel into an Entry  
 Plaza and Performance Hall with acceptance of all City contingencies as they  
 may apply. The Buyer’s design firm shared a concept site plan that may not  
 necessarily represent the final project site design. 
 
 On March 17, 2025, City Council approved at 1st reading, the vacation of this  
 portion of Garden Avenue. The next step in the process is for Council’s  
 consideration of the negotiated sale and surplus of this improved ROW.  
 
 The City is the fee-simple owner of this land by statute since the right of way  
 has been fully improved and maintained for a significant period. The area  
 proposed to be vacated contains .65 acres more or less, including 22 city-paid  
 parking spaces.    
     
 The following mutually agreed-upon Terms and Conditions should be  
 mentioned: 
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 Purchase Price:  The purchase price of this ROW shall be the full appraised  
 value of One Million Three Hundred Seventy-Five ($1,375,000.00) dollars.  
 Appraised Market Value:  The ROW current market value is one million three  
 hundred seventy-five thousand dollars ($1,375.000.00) by Richard Tobias, a  
 Florida MAI-certified licensed appraiser.   
 
 Special Warranty Deed:  Both parties have agreed to issue and accept this  
 deed type.    
 
 Blanket Utility Easement Reservation:  This open-ended clause protects all  
 current and planned future utility relocations at no cost to the city.  The  
 reservation will terminate upon City approvals.   
 
 Parking Revenue: The City has full use with associated payments until such  
 time a Temporary Construction Easement (TCE) has been properly issued.    
 
 Right of Inspection, Buyer’s Termination & Indemnification: The applicant has up  
 to 60 days after the execution of this Contract to complete its “Inspection  
 Period”. The applicant may “Terminate” this Contract during its inspection  
 period for any reason, or for no reason.  This Agreement and its companion  
 Vacation Ordinance 9812-25 shall be Null and Void upon any termination.  
 Indemnification: The applicant agrees to indemnify, protect, defend, and or hold  
 the Seller (City) harmless from all circumstances to include City attorney fees.  
 
 Frontier Communication Objection Letter - The buyer received a “Letter of  
 Objection” and agrees to either pay to relocate Frontier utilities or grant an  
 Easement to Frontier.  
 
 Building Permit Times & Extension Fee:  The parties have mutually agreed that  
 the applicant will obtain all necessary “Building Permits” on or before December  
 31, 2029, and substantially complete construction to the degree of “beneficial  
 occupancy” on or before December 31, 2031.  Should this not occur, the  
 applicant can two times extend this agreement by an “Extension Fee” to the  
 City of three hundred thousand ($300,000.00) dollars by December 31 of that  
 calendar year preceding that extension year.  Should the applicant decline or not  
 timely make this payment, except by City default, then all City pre & post  
 Agreements shall terminate.  If the final related Closing does not occur by  
 December 31, 2033, the City has the unilateral right to terminate this Contract  
 and its companion Vacation without penalty.   
 
 City staff have reviewed and approve this contingent Surplus and Sale.  
 
 STRATEGIC PRIORITY:  
 1. High Performing Government:  Embrace a culture of innovation that rives  
 continuous improvement and successfully service all our customers.  
 
 2. Community Well-Being: Preserve community livability through responsible  
 development standards, proactive code compliance, and targeted revitalization.  
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 The City Manager said the Church of Scientology (Church) has been  
 planning to build a large event hall on the property just south of the  
 Flag building. As part of the project approval process, the Church  
 submitted in December a vacation right-of-way application for a one  
 block portion of Garden Avenue. The City is required to respond to that  
 vacation request. She said upon Legal review, it was determined by  
 operation of law, the City has title to that parcel and in order to vacate the  
 right-of-way, the City would have to sell or trade the property that is a  
 reflection of market value. The City is also required to post the property  
 for 30 days to determine if other interest exists. She said Council 

unanimously directed her to engage in negotiations with the Church 
regarding the purchase and sale of this portion of Garden Avenue. She 
worked individually with Council to seek their input and priorities before 
opening negotiations. She said during negotiations she advocated the 
priorities of every councilmember. Unfortunately, the Church did not agree to 
all of the priorities. Given the historical and community interest surrounding  

 this issue, staff anticipated a large range of perspectives, opinions, and  
 challenges that brought forth the community and Council as to what an  
 appropriate deal would look like. She said what is being brought forward  
 today was the result of those negotiations and meets the majority of the  
 broad goals set by Council. The item before Council provides the City a  
 fair market price, which has been validated by three appraisals, creates  
 new green space that will be open to the public, and the property will not  
 exchange ownership until the project is completed. 
 
 
 
 The Council recessed from 8:20 p.m. to 8:35 p.m. 

 

 Twenty-two individuals spoke in opposition. 
 
 Seven individuals spoke in support. 
 
 One individual questioned if there was an alternative. 
 
 Two individuals submitted eComments in opposition (see pages 20-21). 
 
 Six individuals submitted emails in opposition (see pages 24-36). 
 
 In response to a question, the City Attorney said it is up to Council's  
 discretion when to hear alternate proposals. He said anyone who wants to 

make a proposal is entitled to be heard before Council.  
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 There was council consensus to hear the alternate proposal. 
 
 Mac Dixon Memorial Project Representative Brooks Gibbs said he was not 

aware of the bid process until he read a comment in the paper by Barbara 
Sorey Love that suggested the subject site be used to honor the community's 
African American heritage. He presented an alternate proposal; the Mac 
Dixon Memorial Garden would honor Mac Dixon, a local pioneer who has 
inspired many in Clearwater and the North Greenwood Community.  

 
 In response to questions, Mr. Gibbs said the site is approximately .04  
 acres and the intent is to keep Garden Avenue a one-way  
 thoroughfare. The proposed park would honor seven heroes of the  
 African American community and include vintage playground  
 equipment. He said the proposal being considered by Council provides  
 payment until the end of construction. The alternate proposal would be  
 completed in three years or less. The alternate proposal contemplates  
 a partnership with Parks and Recreation, but the organization is open to  
 paying for the maintenance costs. Mr. Gibbs said he has secured  
 $500,000. The City Attorney said, as drafted, the proposal before Council  
 contemplates the funds transfer at closing, which is typical of most real  
 estate transactions. In order to extend the closing, which is currently  
 required to occur by the end of 2031, the Church would have to pay  
 $300,000 each year. The City Attorney said the transfer of property would  
 not occur until the project is complete. He said the City could withdraw  
 from the agreement if the Church failed to complete the project within the  
 timeline and they did not pay the extension fee. A temporary construction  
 easement will be provided when the Church's building permit is  
 approved. The City Attorney said the Church could not build anything on  
 Garden Avenue until they have title to the land. 
 
 A concern was expressed regarding the Parks and Recreation  
 Department absorbing another park. 
 
 In response to questions, the City Attorney said the City Council has the  
 discretion to extend the proposal submission deadline. The procedural  
 aspects of the noticing and advertising are governed by the Community  
 Redevelopment Act because the site is located in Downtown, which is  
 located within the Community Redevelopment Agency. The Act requires  
 minimum advertisement requirements (30 days) but does not prevent the  
 Council from extending a deadline. 
 
 Discussion ensued with a suggestion made that consideration be given  
 to review the alternate proposal. Comments were made that the site may  
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 not be the best location for the alternate proposal. 
 
 Concerns were expressed that continuing the item will not change that the  
 site is not the optimal location for the alternate proposal. 
 
 The City Clerk said 30 days would be Saturday May 3, 2025. The item  
 would be heard at the next regularly scheduled council meeting on May  
 15, 2025. 
 
 Vice Mayor Allbritton moved to continue Item 7.2 to May 15, 2025.  
 The motion was duly seconded and carried with the following  
 vote: 
 
 Ayes: 3 -  Mayor Rector, Vice Mayor Allbritton and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
 Nays: 2 -  Councilmember Cotton and Councilmember Mannino 
 

Councilmember Cotton moved to authorize and direct the City Manager  
 to conduct discussions and negotiations for Garden Avenue. The 

motion was duly seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
8.  Second Readings - Public Hearing 
 
 
 8.1 Adopt Ordinance 9812-25 on second reading to vacate city right-of-way as requested by  
 the applicant Church of Scientology Flag Service Organization to the Southern platted  
 right-of-way portion of S Garden Avenue as Statute owned in fee-simple by the City of  
 Clearwater as further defined “Less and except the Southern Right-of-Way portion of  
 Garden Avenue abutting Lots 6-11 together with that Portion abutting the vacated 15 foot  
 alley lying between Lots 10 and 11 of Court Square Subdivision” as recorded in Plat  
 Book 5, Page 53 of the Public Records of Pinellas County, as containing 0.65 acres ±,”  
 and pass Ordinance 9812-25 on first reading. 
  
   
 
 On December 5, 2024, the Church of Scientology Flag Service Organization, as  
 represented by Kimley-Horn, submitted an Application to Vacate platted  
 city-owned ROW.  This application was rejected due to the Owner’s    
 unconfirmed signature and Notary deficiencies. On December 14, 2025, said  
 Application was revised and accepted.   
 
 The location of this ROW vacation is (S Garden Ave between Franklin St &  
 Court St).  
 
 This ROW portion is the last parcel for development by assemblage into an  
 Entry Plaza and Performance Hall.   
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 The vacated area contains .65 acres more or less plus 22 compensable  
 city-paid parking spots.  
 
 A multi-departmental internal review was completed on January 13, 2025, to  
 uncover and address concerns.    
 
 Said Internal review concerns: Stormwater- concern is a 48-inch gravity-fed  
 pipe that runs the entire length of the vacated area.  Utility- concern is 8-inch  
 gravity-fed sanitary pipe with laterals that cross over the vacated area.  Parking-  
 by city ordinance, the reimbursement of 22 compensable parking spaces at the  
 value of $114,400.00 Dollars.  ROW/Land Ownership- By Statute to have  
 improved this platted ROW, the City has now become the fee-simple owner of  
 this land.    
 
 Frontier Communication did make a written Notice of having facilities within this  
 area on 11/18/24. The applicant's representative has stated that an Easement  
 will be executed.  Said easement will also be included in the ordinance.  
 
 The proposed PSTA Park Street Terminal bus routing will also be adversely  
 affected by the closure of this avenue.   
 
 The recorded vacation ordinance will preserve all existing utilities to relocate by  
 permit at the Applicant's sole expense.  
 
 After further negotiations, the City has agreed to conditionally sell this improved  
 ROW to the applicant upon the following conditions:  1. Said row will become a  
 friendly outdoor gathering space thereby increasing City green space;  2. All  
 construction Permits shall be obtained before December 31, 2029; 3. The city  
 shall continue to collect all associated Parking revenue until such time a “TCE”  
 is issued; 4. The applicant is confirmed as the adjoining  property owner;  5. the  
 applicant shall pay to relocate all identified city utilities.  
 
 Upon Departmental review with having addressed all concerns city staff has  
 approved this vacation. 
 
 STRATEGIC PRIORITY:  
 High Performing Government:  Embrace a culture of innovation that rives  
 continuous improvement 
 Preserve community livability through responsible development standards,  
 proactive code compliance, and targeted revitalization. 
 
 
 Four individuals submitted eComments in opposition (see pages 21-23). 
 
 No Action. Item continued to May 15, 2025 due to Item 7.2. 
 
  
 8.2 Adopt Ordinance 9814-25 on second reading, annexing certain real property whose post  
 office address is 2039 Poinsetta Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33755, into the corporate limits  
 of the city and redefining the boundary lines of the city to include said addition. 
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 Ordinance 9814-25 was presented and read by title only.  

 

 Councilmember Mannino moved to adopt Ordinance 9814-25 on  
 second and final reading. The motion was duly seconded and  
 upon roll call, the vote was: 
 Ayes: 5 -  Mayor Rector, Vice Mayor Allbritton, Councilmember Cotton,  
 Councilmember Mannino and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
 8.3 Adopt Ordinance 9815-25 on second reading, amending the future land use element of  
 the Comprehensive Plan of the city to designate the land use for certain real property  
 whose post office address is 2039 Poinsetta Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33755 upon  
 annexation into the City of Clearwater, as Residential Urban (RU). 
 
 Ordinance 9815-25 was presented and read by title only. 
 
 Councilmember Cotton moved to adopt Ordinance 9815-25 on  
 second and final reading. The motion was duly seconded and  
 upon roll call, the vote was: 
 Ayes: 5 -  Mayor Rector, Vice Mayor Allbritton, Councilmember Cotton,  
 Councilmember Mannino and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
 
 8.4 Adopt Ordinance 9816-25 on second reading, amending the Zoning Atlas of the city by  
 zoning certain real property whose post office address is 2039 Poinsetta Avenue,  
 Clearwater, FL 33755, upon annexation into the City of Clearwater, as Low Medium  
 Density Residential (LMDR). 
 
 Ordinance 9816-25 was presented and read by title only. 
 
 Councilmember Teixeira moved to adopt Ordinance 9816-25 on  
 second and final reading. The motion was duly seconded and  
 upon roll call, the vote was: 
 Ayes: 5 -  Mayor Rector, Vice Mayor Allbritton, Councilmember Cotton,  
 Councilmember Mannino and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
 8.5 Adopt Ordinance 9819-25 on second reading, amending the City’s fiscal year 2024/25  
 operating budget at first quarter. 
   
 
 Ordinance 9819-25 was presented and read by title only. 
 
 Councilmember Teixeira moved to adopt Ordinance 9819-25 on  
 second and final reading. The motion was duly seconded and  
 upon roll call, the vote was: 
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 Ayes: 5 -  Mayor Rector, Vice Mayor Allbritton, Councilmember Cotton,  
 Councilmember Mannino and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
 
 8.6 Adopt Ordinance 9820-25 on second reading, amending the City’s fiscal year 2024/25  
 capital improvement budget at first quarter. 
  
 
 Ordinance 9820-25 was presented and read by title only. 
 
 Vice Mayor Allbritton moved to adopt Ordinance 9820-25 on  
 second and final reading. The motion was duly seconded and  
 upon roll call, the vote was: 
 Ayes: 5 -  Mayor Rector, Vice Mayor Allbritton, Councilmember Cotton,  
 Councilmember Mannino and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
 8.7 Continue to April 17, 2025: Adopt Ordinance 9805-25 on second reading, amending the  
 Community Development Code to establish standards for artificial turf, require  
 landscaped areas in front yards for residentially zoned properties, and make other  
 associated updates. (TA2024-07002) 
  
 No action taken. 
 
 
9.  City Manager Reports – None. 
 
  
10.  City Attorney Reports – None. 
  
11.  Other Council Action 
 
 
 11.1 Water Treatment - Councilmember Cotton  
   
 
 Councilmember Cotton thanked the presenters who came at the work  
 session. He reviewed several of the adverse effects associated with  
 ingesting fluoridated water and requested consideration to remove  
 fluoride from the City's drinking water. 
 
 Ten individuals spoke in support. 
 
 Two individuals spoke in opposition. 
 
 One individual submitted an email in support (see page 38). 
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 One individual submitted an email in opposition (see page 37). 
 
 Discussion ensued with comments made that credible studies show  
 fluoridated water is safe as long as the fluoridation is at the safe level and  
 that the matter should be addressed by the State as the regulating  
 agency. It was stated adding fluoride to the City's water should not be  
 added without consent as it is a personal choice. 
 
 Councilmember Cotton moved to remove Fluoride from the  
 Clearwater water system. The motion was duly seconded and  
 failed with the following vote: 
 
 Ayes: 2 -  Vice Mayor Allbritton and Councilmember Cotton 
 
 Nays: 3 -  Mayor Rector, Councilmember Mannino and Councilmember Teixeira 
 
12.  Closing comments by Councilmembers (limited to 3 minutes) – None. 
  
13.  Closing Comments by Mayor – None. 
  
14.  Adjourn 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 11:21 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mayor 
City of Clearwater 

 
Attest 
 
 
 
City Clerk   Draft
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