
GRAYROBINSON
Jason Unger I Jason. Unger@gray- robinson. com 1 T 850. 577. 9090
301 South Bronough Street, Suite 600, Tallahassee, Florida 32301 1 F 850. 577.3311

November 7, 2025

Mr. David Margolis

City Attorney
City of Clearwater
600 Cleveland St. 

Clearwater, FL 33755

Re: Engagement Letter

Dear Mr. Margolis: 

We are pleased that you have asked GrayRobinson, P.A. ("GrayRobinson" or "Firm") to serve as your legal

counsel. I appreciate the confidence you have placed in our Firm, and I look forward to working with you. 

It has been our experience that things go more smoothly if both our client and we have a clear
understanding in writing of the scope of the engagement and the role we have agreed to play. Consequently, our
representation is limited to the matter as described below. This engagement letter will also govern all subsequent

matters in which we may become involved on your behalf unless a separate arrangement is made that differs
materially from the terms of this engagement letter. 

Scope of Representation

You have asked that we advise the City of Clearwater (" Clearwater" or "you") as to the Special Master

claims process as well as provide claims bill defense for HB 6513 Relief/ Max Giannikos/ City of Clearwater and
SB 12 Relief of Maximus Giannikos by the City of Clearwater for the 2026 legislative session. 

Billing, Fees and Expenses

Our Firm will charge for professional services on an hourly basis. George Levesque, Joseph Salzverg, and
I will be primarily overseeing this matter and billing most of the time. Our time will be billed at the discounted
hourly rate of $695. We reserve the right to utilize other members of the Firm whenever, in our discretion, we
deem it appropriate. Shareholders time will be billed at the discounted hourly rate of $695. Associates will bill at
the discounted hourly rate of $265, and paralegals will bill at the discounted hourly rate of $145. Our hourly rates
vary and are subject to change in the future; generally, in August of each year. 

In addition to our professional services, we will bill Clearwater for all disbursements and out-of-pocket

expenses made or incurred. These typically include such items as document reproduction, travel expenses, long
distance telephone calls, mailing charges, facsimile charges, messenger services and filing or recording fees. We
may also use computerized research or other technology services to assist in handling your matters. Those

services will be used when we believe that it is appropriate to do so. Expenses incurred or advanced on your

behalf will be itemized on our billing invoice. Please note, if we anticipate that substantial expenses will be
incurred, we will require that you pay the vendor directly and/ or we may require a deposit from you in order to
cover such expenses. 

You will be billed periodically, usually monthly. We are happy to discuss our billing invoice with you at
any time and will welcome the opportunity to address any questions you may have. In the event you should
disagree with or question any amount, you agree to communicate such disagreement or question to us, in writing, 
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within thirty (30) days of the invoice date. Any disagreement you may have with a bill that is not communicated
to us within that period shall be deemed waived. 

Lobbyist Registration

As part of this representation, it may be necessary to register as lobbyists with the state. Lobbyist
registrations are effective when they are received by the state, and lobbying may not occur prior to proper
registration. The registration and fee cycle is a calendar year beginning January 1 and ending December 31. 
Therefore, Clearwater consents for the Firm's lobbyists to register to represent Clearwater, and Clearwater

agrees to reimburse the Firm for the cost of lobbyist registrations. 

Lobbyist registration fees are: 

Legislature: $20 for each person from the point of registration until December 31; then renewed in

January each calendar year thereafter. 
Executive: $ 25 for each person from the point of registration until December 31; then renewed in

January each calendar year thereafter. 

Retainers

We may request an advance Retainer for any professional fees and/ or costs associated with this matter. 
The Firm also reserves the right to require an additional or increased Retainer in the future based upon the scope

of service anticipated. Retainers will be held without interest in the Firm' s Trust Account until disbursed. Such

funds may be applied in payment of professional fees owed or expenses incurred. Additionally, you may be
required to replenish the funds as they are used. 

Dispute Resolution

Should there arise any dispute concerning fees and costs earned and owed to the Firm and, if it becomes
necessary for this Firm to retain an attorney or otherwise utilize the Firm' s own attorneys to collect such fees and
costs, the prevailing party to such dispute will be entitled to recover its attorney's fees, costs and expenses
necessarily incurred. In addition, Clearwater and this Firm each hereby waive any right to a jury trial for any
controversy, dispute or claim arising out of or related to this Firm' s representation of Clearwater and/ or this
Agreement, and we further agree that venue for any lawsuit brought thereon shall be Leon County, Florida, where
this agreement is deemed made and finally executed. 

Advance Waiver

Because of the relatively large size of our Firm and our representation of many other clients, it is possible
that one or more of our present or future clients have or will have matters adverse to Clearwater. Our acceptance

of your current representation will preclude us from accepting future representations adverse to Clearwater
which involve matters substantially related to the work we perform in the course of this engagement. However, 
as a condition to our undertaking the representation described in this letter, each agrees that our acceptance of
this engagement shall not preclude us from representing other clients in the future who may have interests
adverse to Clearwater with respect to matters not substantially related to the specific matter or matters for which
you have engaged our services. 

We agree, however, that your consent to, and waiver of, such representation shall not apply in any
instance where, as a result of our representation of Clearwater we have obtained proprietary or other confidential
information of a non-public nature, that, if known to such other client, could be used in any such other matter by
such client to a material or potential material disadvantage to Clearwater. 
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No Representation of Corporate Affiliates

This will also confirm that unless we reach an explicit understanding to the contrary, we are being
engaged by and will represent Clearwater, and that we are not being engaged to represent any of your parent
companies, subsidiaries, affiliated entities, officers, directors, members, partners, shareholders or employees. 

Generative Artificial Intelligence

As part of our commitment to providing efficient and high-quality legal services, GrayRobinson may use
advanced technologies, including generative artificial intelligence ( AI), to assist in legal research, document

drafting, and other related tasks. The use of such technologies is supervised by our qualified attorneys and is
intended to enhance, not replace, the legal judgment and expertise that we bring to your case. 

Please be advised of the following: 

Human Oversight: All work products generated by AI tools are carefully reviewed and validated by
licensed attorneys in our firm. We do not rely on AI -generated content without human oversight. 

Confidentiality: We take your privacy and confidentiality seriously. Any information shared with or
processed by Al tools is subject to the same rigorous confidentiality and data protection standards as all

other information handled by our firm. 

Limitations of AI: While Al tools can assist in streamlining certain processes, they are not infallible. The
final responsibility for the accuracy, relevance, and appropriateness of any legal advice, document, or
strategy rests with our attorneys. 

Client Consent: By engaging our services, you acknowledge and consent to the use of generative AI tools
as part of our legal services. If you have any concerns about the use of AI in your case, please inform us, 
and we will discuss alternative approaches to meet your needs. 

Termination

Unless previously terminated, our representation will terminate as follows: ( 1) if this is the only matter
in which we represent Clearwater, our representation will terminate upon our sending our final invoice for
services rendered in this matter; and (2) if we represent Clearwater in more than one matter, our representation

of each matter will terminate upon sending the final invoice for that matter, and the attorney-client relationship
will terminate completely (absent any new or subsequent engagements) upon our sending the final invoice in the
last open matter. 

Client Review

I am happy to answer any questions you may have regarding this engagement agreement. Likewise, you
have the right to have this agreement reviewed by an outside party or other professional prior to signing. You
understand that the Firm is not engaged until the signed original engagement agreement is returned to us, 

including any requested advance Retainer. 

Entire Agreement

These terms, and the attached Additional Understanding Regarding Representation and Privacy Policy, 
which are incorporated by reference, constitute our entire Agreement for the representation of Clearwater in this
matter. There are no other arrangements or agreements regarding our representation of you which are not
expressed in this Agreement. Any modification of the Agreement must be in writing, by mail, fax, or e- mail. The
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Agreement is binding on you and on GrayRobinson, and the respective legal representatives and successors of
each. 

If the terms of this engagement as set forth in this letter meet with your approval, please indicate by
having the extra copy of this letter signed in the space provided below, and return it to our offices. 

We appreciate the confidence and trust you have placed in us as your legal counsel, and I encourage you

to communicate with me if at any time you have questions on the status or progress of your matters. I look
forward to working with you and your staff on any matters you deem appropriate. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Jason L. Unger

The terms of this representation are accepted this

By: See attached city signature page. 

Title: 

day of November 2025. 

Attached: Additional Understanding Regarding Representation
Privacy Policy
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Countersigned: 

Bruce

Mayor

Approved as to form: 

a,./A4
David Margolis

City Attorney

CITY OF CLEARWATER, FLORIDA

By: 

Attest: 

Jennifer Poirrier

City Manager

Rosemarie Cali

City Clerk



GRAY ROBINSON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Additional Understanding Regarding Representation
Payment of Invoices

In the event that our invoices are not timely paid, or that payment terms satisfactory to us
are not established, we reserve the right to renegotiate the terms of this engagement and/ or to

pursue our other remedies, including the right to charge you interest of 11A% per month for any
invoice which has not been paid within 30 days of the date the invoice is mailed or emailed to

you. We also reserve the right to withdraw as your counsel in the event you fail to honor your

agreement with respect to our legal fees or for any just reason as permitted or required under the
Florida Code of Professional Responsibility or as permitted by the rules of courts of the State of
Florida. In the event of our withdrawal, you will promptly pay for all services rendered by us
prior to the date of withdrawal. 

Electronic Data

This will serve as our disclosure that the Firm does presently and will continue to
maintain confidential and privileged information in electronic form. This practice will be

followed in our work on this matter. The Firm does take measures that it understands to be

reasonable and consistent with current business practices to protect that information. 

Outcome or Result

We will strive to do our best to meet your needs in this and other any matter we
subsequently undertake for you. Either at the commencement, or during the course of our
representation, we may express opinions or beliefs concerning the litigation or various courses of
action and the results that might be anticipated. Any such statement made by any attorney, 
consultant or employee of our Firm is intended to be an expression of opinion only, based on
information available to us at the time, and should not be construed as a promise or guarantee. 

We cannot and do not make any representations, warranties or guarantees concerning the
outcome of this or any representation we undertake. We will give you our best advice, render

opinions, and seek to obtain the desired result. In this regard, it is most important that we

communicate regularly. 

File Retention

Following the termination of the representation/engagement, any otherwise nonpublic
information you have supplied to the Firm (unless previously removed or destroyed by specific
request) will be retained by us and kept confidential in accordance with applicable rules of
professional conduct, and the Firm reserves the right to send such materials to off-site storage at

any time. Any retrieval of material once the file is closed may incur an expense for which you
will be responsible. The Firm' s retention policy provides that we retain stored and closed files
for a period of ten ( 10) years after which they may be destroyed. Thus, if there are any
documents which you need from those we possess, we recommend that you obtain them at the

conclusion of our work on this matter. Failure to do so will waive and indemnify the Firm from
any liability for the destruction of materials. 
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GRAY ROBINSON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

PRIVACY POLICY

Attorneys, like other professionals who advise on personal financial matters, are now

required by a new federal law to inform their clients of their policies regarding privacy of client
information. Attorneys have been, and continue to be, bound by professional standards of

confidentiality that are even more stringent than those required by this new law. Therefore, we
have always protected your right to privacy and do not take lightly the confidence you place in
us. 

In the course of providing our clients with financial and tax planning and preparation
services, employment counseling, bankruptcy activities, certain real estate services, and other
certain financial services, we receive significant personal financial information about you either

from you or with your authorization. If you are a current or former client of GrayRobinson, P.A. 

you should know that all information that we receive about you is held in extreme confidence, 

and is not released to any person or entity outside of this law firm, except as agreed upon by you, 
or as required under applicable law. 

We retain records relating to professional services that we provide so that we are better
able to assist you with your professional needs and, in some cases, to comply with professional
guidelines. In order to guard your non-public personal information, we maintain physical, 

electronic, and procedural safeguards that comply with our professional standards. 

Please call if you have any questions regarding this matter. Your privacy, our

professional ethics, and the ability to provide you with quality legal services are very important
to us. 
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