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Tampa Bay in the 1970s

Hillsborough Bay 



Difference between 1950 and 1990 

seagrass cover

Seagrass: Indicator of a Healthy Bay

Seagrass 
Restoration Goal:  

Restore seagrass 
acreage to that 

observed in ~1950.
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Clearwater: A Founding Partner



• 45+ public and 
private partners 
throughout 
watershed

• 500 projects; 400 
tons nitrogen 
removed



Water quality has 
improved

Data source: EPCHC 

Annual average chl-a concentration thresholds



2016- Seagrass Goal Exceeded!

Data: SWFWMD



Clearwater - TBEP
2017 Update

TBEP leverages $148 
for every $1 
contributed by 
Clearwater to 
implement projects 
that benefit the Bay



Clearwater - TBEP
2017 Update

TBEP RESTORE funds will provide $271K to 
support restoration of Coopers Point



Clearwater - TBEP
2017 Update

TBEP 
Volunteer 

Work Day at 
Moccasin 
Lake Park 
removed 

1,000 pounds 
of exotic 

vegetation





Thank you for your continued 
partnership to restore and 

protect Tampa Bay

Holly Greening
TBEP Director   
hgreening@tbep.org


