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Regulatory Framework To Create 
Vibrant Streets Environment

• Flexible
• Allows Multiple Signs
• Supports Signage That Responds 

To Different Viewers
• Encourages Creativity
• Provides Design Standards So Signage 

Contributes To Positive Brand For 
Downtown
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Hierarchy of Design
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Hierarchy of Design
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Building Signs: Wall
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Building Signs: Projecting
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Building Signs: Canopy
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Building Signs: Awning
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Building Signs: Shingle
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Additional Building Signs: Under Canopy
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Additional Signs: Window
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Additional Signs:
Sidewalk Sign
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Skyline Signs
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Freestanding Signs
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Sign Enforcement

Typical Approach To Enforcement 

• Identify Violation – Speak With Owner Or Employee If Possible 

• If No Communication On-Site, Try To Call Or Email 

• Schedule Re-Inspection Based On Violation Type (# Of Days)

• After Re-Inspection If Violation Still Exists, Notice Of Violation (NOV) 
Sent.  ReInspection Timeline Based On Violation Type
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Window Sign Allowances In 
Downtown District

• Affixed Or Attached To Inside Of 
Window Facing Street

• No Limit On Number Of Signs

• Limited To 10% Of Any Window Or 
Glass Door Opening

• Total Area Of Window Signs Erected 
Along Street Frontage Limited To 50 
Square Feet

• Temporary Signage Exempt From 
10% Limitation

Window Sign Allowances In 
Other Districts 

• Located On Any Window

• Sign Or Combination Of Signs 
Limited To 25% Of Total Window 
Area On Any Façade

• All Signs Located Inside Enclosed 
Area For Purposes Of Advertising Are 
Window Signs

• Cumulative Area Of All Window 
Signs (Including Temporary Signs) 
Limited to 50 Square Feet
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What Is Not Window Signage?

• Blank Paper In The Window
• Signage Attached To Ceiling & Hanging

To Be Visible From Outside Of Window 
• Artwork
• Temporary Signage (Code Section 3-1806.1b)

Exempt From The 10% Limitation
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Other Requirements For Windows 

No Regulations Regarding 
Curtains/Blinds

50% Of Ground Floor Façade Area 
Between 2’ & 10’ Shall Be Transparent 
Windows/Doors. Glass Shall Have 
Visible Light Transmittance

Reflective Or Mirrored Coating Not 
Allowed Including Colored Or Opaque 
Films, Boards Or Paint
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Artwork

Current Definition of Artwork

• Two Or Three-Dimensional Representation Of A Creative Idea Expressed In A Form & Manner So 
As To Provide Aesthetic Beauty, Appeal Or Enjoyment Rather Than To Specifically Convey The 
Name of the Business Or Commercial Message About The Products Or Services Offered On The 
Property Upon Which The Art Is Displayed.

• Artwork Shall Not Include Any Object, Drawing, Picture, Symbol, Painting (Including the Painting 
Of Patterns Or Designs), Or Sculpture, Which Promotes A Speaker’s Economic Interests, Provides 
A Commercial Message Or Otherwise Identifies A Product, Service Or Business Sold Or Available 
On Property Where Same Is Displayed

Challenge Is Drawing Distinction Between Advertising Mural And Work Of Art
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Signage Or Artwork?
Ice Cream Shop
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Questions?


